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TTH x 31, 32. 
ſay unto you, all manner of Sin and 


1 — Rfafy5cmy Hall be forgiven unto Men, but the 
Blaſpbemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be 


forgzven unto Men + 


Aud whoſoever ſpeaketh a Word again the Son of 


Aſau, it ſha!l be forgiven Lim: But whoſoever 


Speaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be 


forgiven bim, neither in this World, neitber in 
itbe World to com-. rs wn: 


IHE Occaſion of theſe Words of aur 


Bleſſed Saviour was the Blaſphemy of | 


the Phariſees againſt that Divine Power 


y which he wrought his Miracles, ard parti- . 


&&larly did caſt cut Deviiss Which Works 
.of his. tho* they were wrought by the Spirit 
of God, yer they obſtinately and maliciouſ] 


Amputed them to the Power of the Devil. f 
Mlpon which our Saviour takes Occalion to ; 
declare the Danger of the Sin, which He calls 


Blaſ] 


Bloſobeming of the Holy Obe; aud tclle them, te 


chat this was ſo. great a Sin above all other, 
Chat it is ia a peculiar manner unpardonable. 


berefore I Jay unto you, &cc. 


* 


For rhe explaining of theſe Words, and the | 
Nature and Unpardonableneſs of this Sig 
voc. will enquire into theſe four tlungs: 
? ad: Lew = 28 28 | 
1 | the Son o 2, and ſpcax- 
ö — the Holy Ghoſt, Secondly, 


and 
* the 


t be 


* . For the removing of this Difficulry 1 fhalt 


| in the Goſpel called the Son of Man. 


8 (3) 1 

Secondly, Wherein the Nature of this Sm dt 

Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt doth conſiſt. 
Thirdly, lo what Senſe this Siu is here ſaid 


to be peculiarly unpardonable. And, 
Fourthly, Upon what Account it is fo. 
1. What is tlie Difference between Speaking 
againſi the Son of Man, and ſpealing againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, The Reaſon of this Enquiry is, 
| becauſe the Texrplainly puts a great difference 
between them, tho' it be not obvious to di- 
ſcern where it lies. For our Saviour tells us 


that whoſoever ſpeaks a Word againſt the Son f 
Mm it Hall be jorgiven bim, but whoſoever ſpeak = 
eth againſt the or yang it Hall never be far- 


given bim And yet this Blaſphemy of rhe 
Pbariſees againſt the Holy Ghoſt was ſpeaking 
agaiuſt the Son of Man. For to ſay he-caft 
out Devils by the Power of the Devil, tho? 
it was a blaſpheming of the Holy Ghoſt by 


| whoſe Power he wrought rheſe Miracles, 'ygt * ,. 
it was likewiſe blaſpheming of Chriſt him- 
3 ſelf, and was in effect to ſay that he was no 


ttue Propket, nor did come from God, but 
was a Magician and Impoſtor. 


not need to ſay, as ſome learned have 
done, That by tbe Jon of Man is here ro be 
| underſtood any Man, and that our Saviour & 
not particularly deſigned by it. That ſeems 
very hard, when our Saviour is ſo — 


42 -cſpeaatly + 


— 


* 


* 


| 


„ 


 eipeclally when St. Luke reciting theſe Word 


docs immediately before give him this ver 


Title to put the Matter out of all doubt, 
Lale 12. 8, 9. 19. 4% I ſay unto yeu, wheſo- 
ever ſbali confeſs ne ſore Hicn, Lim [all the 
Soet MH, alſo or ntfs beſore the Angels of Grd, 


U pon -which it follows, And whoſcever Pall 


peak a Herd. 1gain{t the Son of Man it Hall be 


*. 


argiven bim. do that in all reaſen the Son of 


Manis the very ſame Perſon that had this 
Iitle given bim in the foregoig Words, viz. 
. our Bleſſed Saviour. So thet J take it for 
--Srantcd, that by ſpeaking againſt the Son of 
Man is hete meant ſpeaking zgai: ft Chriſt: 
And by ſpcakirg againſt Iam. as it is oppc- 
led to Jpcakirg gail ſt the Holy Ghoſt, 6 
mt ait all che ſe Reproactes and Compmehes + 
A yhich tic cad upon our S-viour's betſen, 
„Without reh Ewa uppen that Divine Power 


which he tchigcd Ly his Alitacles. As their 


vepicaching him witn the Meanncſs of his 
irh, £ nit this the Cu penter's du? Wh 
re- Placcef eic (as tiey {unpoitd) cut of Ga- 
Lite ar iſeth no Fic itict ; Their refleEring upon 
hes Life, ja ing. wat he was a Vinue-Billur 


and « Cluttor, a Friend of Publicans and Sin- 


ners: With mary other Calummes which 
«they «#6:a11ciovtiy caſt upon lim. . 
But by ſocaking againſt the Holy Ghoſt 35. | 
-:meant their blatplcming and reproaching | 
«hat Divine Power whereby he wrought 


Hit 


ords, 


very 
oubt, 
"kufo- 


'{ the 
God, 
ſhall 
all be 
ON of 
this 
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1 | 
his Miracles; which though it did- at 
likewiſe reflect upon our Saviour's Peron, 
yet it was an immediate Reficchon upon the 
Holy Ghoſt, and a blatphemirg of Ms; and 
therefore it is called ſpeaking againſt ti e Holy 
Ghoſt, by way of Diſciuction or Option 
ro the other Calumnies which chey used a- 


gaiuſt our Saviour; which were proper Blaf- 


pliemies and Reproache: of his Perſon, but not 
of the Holy Gholt alſo, as this was. This ſſeme 
to be the trne Difference here intended by our 


Saviour between /peaking agai nſt the Son of Man, 


and ſpeakivg again/! the Holy Gb. Let us inthe 
II. Second place, enquire wherein the V 


ture of this Sin or Blaſphemy againit rhe 


Holy Ghoſt doth conſiſt. And the true na- 
ture of this Sin, though it be ſo plainly to 
be gathered from our Saviour's Deſcription 
of it, yet I know not how a great many 


learned Men have made a hard ſhift ro mi- 
ſtake it. Some have made it to be f nal Impe- 
nitency, becauſe this is unpardoi able. Bur 
why that rather than any thing elſe har 2& + 
pad ſhould be called a blaſpheming of the Holy 


Ghoſt, it is hard to give a Reaſon. Others have 
placed the natuie of it in a wilful amd obftinate 
Oppoſirion of the Truth : . Which though 


ir be a great Sin, and included in the: Sin- 


here ſpoken of, or a Concomitant of it; 


yet is there grear Reaſen to believe theo” 
this. 15 not all that is here meant by it. 
A 3 2 Ouhcts f 


(6) 
fers would have it ftoccrfit in a malicious 
Oppe (tion of the Truth, when Men know and 
e combi yced that it is tle Truth; which is a 
great Sin indeed, if cver ary Man were guilty. 
of it. A Min way wdced have ſufficient 
Means of Cor viction, and yet not be con- 
vinc'd; but it is hardly imaꝑinable that a 
Nlan ſheu d cppoic the Truth when he is 
tua lly convinc'd that it is the Truth. And 
mention no more, others think it to con- 
Aſt in a-rcnoancirg of rhe Truth for fear f 
Suffering; which made Francis Spira to think 
he had committed this Sin. 
But with all due Reſpect to the Judgment. 
of others, I cannot think that any of theſe 
i the Sin our Saviour here deſcribes. As I 
Mall endeavour plainly to ſhew, by conſider- 
3vg dhe Occaſion of our Saviour's mentioning 


. chargeth this Sir, and upon what Account 
be chargeth them with it. 
At the 22 ver. of this Chapter there was 
fronght to our Saviour one pefſeſſed with 4 
Devil, blind and dumb, and be healed bim. Up- 
an this the People were amazed, and ſaid. Is 
not this the Son of David.? that is, the Meſias. 
The Phariſees hearing this, with great Bitter- 
neſs and Contempt ſaid, This Fellow dcth not 
caſt out D- vi ls but by Bee!z*bub the Prince De- 
dib. Upon this. our Saviour repreſents to 
chem the Unreaſonableneſs of this Calumny ; 

| all 


af; it, the Perſons upon whom our Saviour 


CF). 


and that upon theſe two Conkderatz«.1s : 


1/, That it was very unlikely that the Devi! 
ſhould lend him this Power to uſe it againſt 


himſelf. Every Kingdom divided agar H it ſelf 


is brought to Deſolation + aud every City cr Houſ⸗ 
divided agairft itſelf ſhall not flavd. Aud if A- 
tan caſt out Satan, be is divided againff bin- 


 felf, how then Fial! bis Kingdom fland * 


zal). Our Saviour tells them, they might 
with as much reaſon attribute all Miracles to 


the Devil. There were thoſe among chem» 


ſelves who caſt out Devils in the Name of the 
God of Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob (as Origer, | 
Tertullian, and 7uſtin Martyr tel us.) Of 
theſe our Saviour ſpeaks, and asks the Pha- 
riſees by what Power they caft them out. But 
they zcknowledged theſe did it by the Power 
of God, and there was no Cauſe but their 


Malice why they ſhould not have acknows 


ledged that he did it likewiſe by the ſame 
Power, ver. 27. If I by Beelzebub caft out De- 


_ vils, by whom do your Children caſt them-out ? © 


therefore they ſhall be your Fudges, that is, this 
may be ſufficient to convince you of Malice to 
me: But if I caft out Devils by the Spirit of 
God, then the Kingdom of God i come unto 


| you, that is, the Ae as is come; becauſe he 
wrought theſe and other Miracles to prove: 
that he was the Aſejias. Ard then it follows, 
Wherefore I ſav unto yon, all manner of Sin and 
Blaſphemy fo. Il be forgiven unto Men, but the 

Blaſphemy:i 


2 


(8. 


tiven unto Aſc v. 
So tliat the P i are the Perſons charg: 


pup 7 this that when hi cal cur Devi's by 


pwefof re Devil; they 4 197 1ou!ly aſcribed 
et Works on the Holy C Hoſt rothe Devil, 
Ard that this is the Cid! way our * 
aut chargeth them with thi is ein againſt the 
Holy © hoſt is yer mor: plain rom St. Alark, 


l _ ſhall be for given urte the Sort of Men, and 
S Biaſphemies whererith ſogver they Hall "blaſ- 
me: But he that i ſphemeth e the Holy. 

ha b never fergiveneſs, but is in Danger 


an arc lean Spirit. Tha! is. becauſe the Phari- 
ſets charged him to be a Magician and to 
have a familiar Spirir, by whoſe aſſiſtance he 
did thoſe Works, when in truth he did them 
by the Spirit of God, therefore our Savicur 
declares them guilty of this Sin of Blaſ phem- 
ing the HolyGboſft, which ſhould never be forgiven. 


— 


2 moſt malicious Oppoſition to the utmoſt 
Evidence that could be given to the Truth or̃ 
any Religion. Our bleſſed Saviour to ſhew 
that he was ſent by God, and came from him 
eqveht Miracles »fuch as did plainly eyidence 


4 


Btajphemy agefn the Bly Gh ali nut be fe 


5 ” with. this mn Blatphemy againſt the 
9 Gholt: ad tr or Blaſphemy was 


7h; 33" 01 (d. Bey 1.104 . C. 0 11d it by the | 


BS 4: 25; 29, 30. 7 ris I for ante you; aff - 


of ihrcenel Daw nution; becauſe they ſaid be bath. 


So that the Nature of this Sin did conſiſt in. 


—— 


| 
: 
5 


EY ('g) 
„% a Divine Power and Preſence accompanying 


him. For in St. Lake he is ſaid to de them 
by the Finger of God, Luke 11. 20. By the Fin- 
ger of God, that is, tc do ſuch things as were 
undeniable Evidence of the Divine Power and 
Preſence. And this is the urmoſt Teſtimony 
that God ever gave to any Perſon that was 
ſent by him. And the Phariſees were Eye- 
Witneſſes of thoſe Miracles which our Saviour 
wrought, ſ that they could nor deny them: 


Vet ſuch vas their Oppoſition to him and his 
Doctrine, that though they ſaw theſe things 


done by him, and could not deny che reality of 


them, yet rather than they would own him to 


be the Aſeſias, and his Doctrine to come from 
God, they moſt maliciouſly and unreaſonably 


aſcribed them to the Pewer of the Devil. And 


this was the Blaſphemy which they were guilty 


of againſt the Holy Ghoſt. And herein lay 
_ the greatneſs of their Sin, in reſiſting the Evi- 


dence of thoſe Miracles which were ſo plain- 
ly wrought by the Holy Ghoſt ; and which 
though themfelves ſaw, yet they maliciouſly 


imputed them to the Devil, rather than they 


would be convinced by them. And this is 10 


very plain, that hardly any Man that copſiders 


our Saviour's Diſcourſe upon this Occaſion can 
otherwiſe determine the Nature of this Sin, 
it he do but attend to thoſe remarkable Words 
cited before. Mark 3. 29. But be that blaſphemeth 
againſt the Holy Ghe/t bath never Forget, 

= F 


1 
dut is in Danger of Eternal Damnatiom; becauſe t 
they ſaid be hath an unclean Spirit. I come now 
to the 
III. Thi thing I propounded, namely, in 
what Senſe this Sin is here ſaid to be 2 
ly anpardonable ? For this Sin our Saviour po- 
ſttively affirms to be in this different from all 
other Sins, that it is capable of no Pardon: 
T jay unto you, all manner of Sin and Blaſpbemy 
Hall be forgiven unto Aſen; but the Blaſphemy - 
againſt the Holy G Dot ſhall not be forgiven unto 
Men - And to flew what he means by the 
not forgiving of it, he tells us, that Eternal 
Puniſhment ſhall follow it in the other World. 
Mo ſocver ſpeaketh a Ford againſt the Son of 
Man, it ſhall be forgiven him; but wbo ſoever 
| ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall never be 
forgiven bim, neither in this World, nor in the 
World to come. Which St. Mark expreflſeth 
more plainly, that it ſhall bring thoſe who 
ate guilty of it to Eternal Damnation, Mark 
3. 29. He that blaſphemeth again} the Holy 
Ghoſt bath never Forgiveneſs, but is liable to 
Hternal Damnation. So that when our Saviour 
fays. it Hall never be forgiven, neither in this. 
Porld. nor in the World to come, he dow not 
| Intend to infinuate that ſome Sins which are 
not forgiven in this World may be forgrven 
in the other; but in theſe Words he either | 
alludes to the Opinion of the Fews concerning | 
the Effect of the bigheſt Emmen, | 
| 3 


(11) 
cauſe the Sentence whereof they held not to be re- 
now verſible neither in this World aor the other 
odr elſe the Reaſon of this Exprefhon may 
„ in probably be to meet with a common and 
liar- falſe Opinion among the Jews, which was that 
po- ſome Sins which are not pardoued to Men in 


this Life may by Sacrifices be expiated in the 
other; and therefore he tays it ſhall never 
be fortiven, neither in this World, nor the 
dcther. And St. Mark more plainly, that 
unto thoſe who are guilty of it ſnall »2ver have for- 
the © giveneſs, but be izable to Eternal Damnation. So 
rnal that our Saviou:'s Meaning ſeems plainly to 
rd. be this, that this Sin is altogether incapable 
n of of Forgiveneſs, I know ſome have endes. 
ver voured to mollifie this matter, but (I think) 
r be without ſufficient Reaſon, Grotius under - 
the ſtands the Words comparatively, that any ſort 
Teth of Sin ſhall ſooner be forgiven than this againſt- 
who the Holy Ghoſt ; and that our Saviour only 
lark intended to expreſs. the Greatneſs and Hei- 
Hely nouſneſs of this Sin above others, in which 
fe to Teſpett the Pardon of it would be more dif- 
jour ficult than of any other Sin; but yet that the 
this Caſe of ſuch a Perſon is not abſolutely deſpe · 
not tate: But if our Saviour had intended to 
are ay that this Sin was abſolutely unpardonable, 
ven I would fain know how could he have ex- 


ther preſſed the Matter in higher and fuller 
ing Words? Dr. Hammond mollifies the Words 
ion, another way, that this Sin ſhall never be par- 


the | doned 


( 12:) 


ral Repentance, which was ſufficicnt for Sins 


of Igncrance, would rot be ſufficient in this 
Cate, but there muſt be a particular Repentarce | 
for it, without which it would never be par- 
doned. But this is by no means agreeable to the 


Scope of cur Saviour's Diſcourſe : Becauſe he 


plainly intends to difference this from all other 


Sorts of Sins, I fay unto you, all manner of Si u 
and Blaſph-mv ſtall be forgiven unto Men. But 


accoriug te ins Interpretation our Saviour 


muſt mean ti iat all other Sins would be forgiv- 
en upon a general Repentance : which is not 
true, for there are many other Sins beſides Sins 


of Ignorarce, there are wi'ru and heinous Sins, 


ſuch as wilful Murder, Ad l y, and Blaſphe- 
my. (that only excepted wich 1s againſt the 


all Divines hold ſhall not be forgiven but upon 
a particular Repent nc. Sc, that this Interpre- 


tation does not ſufficienrly difference this Sin 


from all other ſorts of Sins, which is yet very 
plain our Saviour intended to do. It remains 


then that theſe Words muſt in all reaſon be 
underſtood abſolutely, that the Perſons that 


are guilty of this great Sin ſhal] never have 
it torgiven unto them. Ard it may be this will 
nor ſeem ſo harſh when we have con ſdered in the 


V. Fourth place, bow it comes to paſs 
that this Sin is above all others incapable | 
* 


doned but upon a particular Repertance for it: of 
As if our Saviour's Meaning was that a gene- 


Holy Ghoft) and the like groſs Sins, which 


(43) 


of Pardon ; and that, upon theſe two Ac- 
counts: 


u, B ute by this Sin Men reſiſt their 
laſt Renews, and oppoſe the beſt and utmoſt 
Means Or t};cir Conviction. M hat can God 
be imagincd 5 de more to convince a Mai 
of a Div ine . velatior.. or of the Truth of 
any Doctrine e Meiſige chat comes from him 
than to work h iracles to this purpoſe? And 
whit greater Aſſurauce can Men have they 
are wreuyht, than to be Eye-Wirnefles of them 
themſelves ? And if Men will reſiſt tnch Evi- 
. dence, what can God do more for their Satis- 
faction ? If when Men fee plain Miracles 
wrought they will ſay that it is not the power” 
of God that does them, but the Power of the 
Devil: And if when Men ſee the Devils caſt 
out, they will ſay that the Devil conſpires 
againſt himſelf, this is to outface the Sun as 
Noon-Day, and there 1s no way left to con- 
vince ſuch perverſe Perſons of the Truth of 
any Divine Revelation. So that thete is no 
Remedy but ſuch Perſons muſt continue in 
their Oppoſition to the Truth. For this is 
ſuch a Sin as does in its own Nature ſhut out 
and prevent all Remedy. And he that thus 
perverſely and maliciouſly oppoſeth the 
Truth, muſt upon the ſame Grounds una- 
voidably continue in his Oppoſition to it; 
becauſe there is nothing left to be done for 
Bis Conviction, more than is already done. 


ic 


E 
If God ſhould ſend a Perſon immediately chat 
= from Heaven to him to convince him of his to th 
| Error, he can give him no greater Teſfti- will 
mony that he cones trom God than Miracles: pfrom 
And if when God enaliles that Perſon to tben 
work theſe by the Power of his Spirit, this lea 
Man will obſtinately impute them to the and 
Power of the Devil, lie defeats all the ima- then 
Zinable Means of his own Conviction. So and 
that it is no wonder if that Sin be unpardo- bein 
nable, which reſts the laſt and utmoſt Mieans 
which God hath evcr yet thought fit to uſe to 
bring Men to Repentance an! Salvation. And 
if God were willing to reveal himſelf and the 
way to Pardon and Salvatioii ro juch a one, © 
he doth by this very Temper and Diſpoſition * 
render himſe if incapable of being ſarisfied and 
convinced concerning any Divine Revelation. 
Secondly, Becauſe this Sin is cf that high 
Nature that God is thereby juſtly provoked 
to wirhdraw his Grace from ſuch Perſons; 
and it is probable, reſolved ſo to do; with- 
out which Grace they will continue impeii- 
tent. There is no doubt but God, if he will, 
can work ſo powerfully upon the Minds of 
| Mea by his Grace and Spirit, as to conyince | | 
the moſt obſtinate : And ſuppoſing them to 
be convinced aud repent, it cannot be denied 
but that they would be forgiven. And there- 
| Fore when our Saviour here ſays or ſhall 1 
co ſuppoſe } 


| ot be forgiven, it is reaſonadle-x 


Ci ; 
that be means that when Perſons are come 
x to that Degree of Obſtinacy and 118 
fi. will (as he juſtly may) withdraw his Grace 
es: From them : His Spirit will not ff ive with 
to tbem to overcome their Obſtinacy, but will 
hig leave them to the Byaſs ef their own pervetſe 
and malicious Minds; which win itil engage 
them in a further Oppoſition to the Truth, 
and finally ſink them into Perdition. So that 
being deſerted by God, and for want of the 
anc neceſſary Help and Aid of his Grace (juſtly 
te Withdraw:i: trom them) continuing finally 
impeniteat., they become incapable of For- 
giveneſs both in this World, and that which 
1+ to om H And there is nothing that can 
ſeem harſk or unreaſonable in this, to thoſe 
who grant (as I think all Men do) that God 
may be ſo provoked by Men as juſtly to with- 
draw his Grace from them in this Life, that 
Grace which is neceſſary to their Repentance. 
And ſurely if any Provocation be likely to 
do it, this cannot be denied to be of all 
others the greateſt, obſtinately and malicieufly | 
to oppoſe the utmoſt Evidence that God ever 
of Rave to the Truth of any Doctrine revealod 
by Him. And of this the Phariſees, who art 
o here charged with this Sin againſt the Holy 
| Ghoſt, were notoriouſly guilty in reſiſting 
che clear Evidence of our Saviour's Miracles. 
„And thus I have done with the four things 
I prapoundcd to enquire into from theſe 
E Words, _ 


courſe ſome way or other uſeful to ourſelves. 
And it may very well ſerve to theſe two Pur- | 
poſes. | | | | 


this Sin. 


pious Perſons, who are liable to deſpair upon 
* an Apprchenſion that they have committed 
this great and unpardonable Sin; and conſe- 


i 


ER 
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Ane 


Words, namely, Thc Difference between f. peak ſuch 
ing againſt the Sn of Man, and ſpeaking a- the 


Bainit1, Holy Sherciu the Natuie of 
this Sin or Braiphimy ag inſt rhe Hoh) Ghoſt! 


does cu ſt; and in w! .Serfſe this Sin i< 1.44} N 


to be unparde unable, and upon what Account 


it is ſo, namely, becauſe Rl en by this Sin re ſiſt 


their laſt Remedy, and oppoſe the beſt and 
utmoſt Means of their Con iction: And be- 


cauſe it may rcaſonably be ſuppoſe bat upon 
a Provocation of this high Nature. God may | ! 
and 1s reſc lved to withdraw that Grace from 

ſuch Perſons which is neceſſary to their Re- 
pentance, without which their Sin remains for 
ever unpardonabbe. 


All that now remains is to make this Diſ- 


Firſt, To comfort ſome very good and 
pious Perſons who are liable to deſpair out of 
an Apptchenſion that they have committed 


Srcondly, To caution others againſt the Ap- | 


| preaches of it. 


1. Firſt, To comfort ſome very good amd 


Aweptly are utterly incapable of ever being 
Feſtored to. the Mercy and Fayour of GON. 


- © -- 


* 


W. 


vic 
ha 
th 
W. 


N 


in 


xak- | 


Ng a- 
le of 


zÞoft 


id 
e ſiſt 


and 


be- 


onne 


2 
{ 
= 


1pon | 


_—_ TT 


And nothing can be more for tie Comfort ot 


ſuch Perſons than to underſtand aright waar 


the Nature of this Sin was. 2144 wherein the 
Heinouſneſs of ir doth conſiſt ; which U haves 
endeavoured to manifeſt. - And it this be the- 

Nature of it which I have declared, as it” 

ſeems very plain that it is, then I cannot ſee {| 
how any Perſon Now is likely to be in thoſe- 
Circumſtauces as to be capable of committiig 
it. And being a Sin of fo heinous a Natute, 


[ 


and declared by our Saviour to be abſolutely - 
unpardonable, there is no Reaſon to extend 


it beyond the Caſe to which our Saviour ap- 
plies it; which was the reſiſting of the Evi- 


would be the moſt uncharitable thing in the 
World to extend it any further. 


dence of the Miracles which were wrought by 


the Truth of Chriſtiapity, by thoſe who weie 


Eye-W itnefſes of them, that is, by thoſe who 2 


had the utmoſt Aﬀarance of thein that Hu- 
man Nature is capable of. And not only a 
bare Reſiſtance of that Evidence, but with a 
very malicious Circumſtance, ſo as to impute 


thoſe Works which were wroug t by the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt to the Power of the Devil. This 

was the Caſe of the Phariſees whom our Sa- 
viour chargeth with this Sin. And no Body + ; 
_' hath Warrant to extend this Sin any further © 


than this Caſe : And without good Warrant it 


1 


That which comes neareſt to it, bork - 
in the Heinouſnefs of the: Crone, aud the 
=: Un. 


** 


my 8”) . | 
Unpardonabtcneſs of it, is total Apaſta ſe from | 
Cor:vittion of the Truth ot it. And this the 
Scripture ſeems to plate, if not in rhe ſame 
Rank, yct very ncat te it. Ard of this the 
Apoſile ſpeaks very often in the Fpiſile to 
the Hebrews undcr the Name of Uibelief, and 
Hin by way of Eminence, as being the great 
+ Sin that Chriſtians were in Dargcr of falling 

into, called in that FEyifle (H b. 12: 1. 


dy reafon of the Cicumances they were then 
in were eſpecially ſubject to: And he pa- 
rallels it with the (: ſe of the Jer in the 
Wilderneſs, concerning whom God ſware that 


| Farthly Caraan which was a N of Heaven, 
= Chap. 3. ver. 18. And Chap. 6. ver. 4. 5, 6. 
Fur it is impoſſille that thoſe v bo were once en- 


and were made Parta lers of the Holy © hoſt, and © 
| have. taſted the good Word of God. and the Powers 
| of the World to come, if they ſhould fall away, to 
| renew. them again to Repentance. here by im- 
| poſtble, the l:aft that can be meant, is, that it 

zs extremely difficult for ſuch Perſons to reco- 
ver 4 by Repentance. And 'tis ob- 


been Tartabers of the Holy Ghoſt, by which is 8. 

meant that they were endued with a Power 
f Miracles by the Holy Gbo/t, of. were ** * 

the 


Chriftianity after the embracing of ir, and full u. 


| $ivv-9527 © sher, the Sin which Chriſtians, tber 


$ they /> uld Not enter iuto his Reft. namely, the to t. 


ligbt ned, and bave taſted of the Heaverlj Gift, t 


ſetvable, that thoſe Perſons are ſaid to have }; 


[19] - . 
the Conviction of them as having ſeen them 
wrought by others. So that this Apoſtaſy 
may de ſaid in that reſpect to be a Sin again 

the Holy Gboſt. So likewiſe, Chap. 10. ver. 26. 
+. : If ws fm wilfully after we have received the 
7 Knowledge of the Truth (that is, if we apo- 
ſtatize from Chriſtianity after we have em- 
| braced the Profeſſion of it, as appears plain- 
ly from theScope of the Apoſtle's Difcourte 
** | there remains 10 more Sacrifice for Sin: Which 
>» | Expreſſion declares this Sin either to be un- 


at the 29 ver. thoſe Perſons are ſaid to tread 
„ | wider Foot the Son of God, and to do deſpite un - 
to the Spirit of Grace. Which ſignifies that 
the Sin there ſpoken of is more immediately 
committed againſt the Holy Spirit of God. St. 
| Peter likewiſe declares the great Danger of 
this Sin, 2 Pet. 2 20. If after they bade eſca- 
. ped the Pollutions of the World through the Know- 
' ledge of the Lord and Szviour Feſus Chriſt, they 


ter end is worſe with tbem than the beginning, 
tir Cr. Fobn likewiſe ſeems to ipeak af this Si 
of Apeſtacy, and to call it a Sin unto Death : 


ob- Diſcouraging Chriſtians rather from praying 
we E thoſe who were fallen into it; which 
18 | Fives great Suſpicion chat he looked upon it 3 
er 35 hardly pardenable, 1 Fob. 5. 16. If any * 
Jer Man ſee his Brother fin a Siv not unto Death, be 


he ' hall 4b, and be jail give bim life for thoſe that 


es 
- 


| pardonable, or ſomerhing very like it. And 


are again entangled therein and overcome, the lat- - 
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P * 
o . 


7s born of God inne th not, but keepeth bimſelf, 
and that wicked ne ſeduceth him yot ;, that is, 


— 
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fin not unto Death. There is a Sin unto 7 


I do not ſay that he ſhall pray for it. Now that 


by the Sin unto Death the Apoſtle here means 


Apoſtaſie from rhe Chriſtian Religion to the Hea- 
then [dolatry ſeems extremly probable from 
what follows, ver. 18. We nor that whoſcever| 


he preſerveth hin:felf from Ido atry which 
the Devil had ſedyced the World into, ver. 
19. Ard v krow that we are of God. and the 
le World lieth in Wickedn ſs, & To rte A, In 
in tho n icled one; that is, i under the Power 
of the Devil ; - 4 54 — lnov that the Son of God 
Ix Come. ani hat gin us Unierſtiniiy to know 

him tbat is true; har 35, to diſtinguiſh between ö 
the ti e 50d and Idols. And then it fol ows, | 
this ©: the True God, and Eternal Life : Littls. 
Children, keep your ſelv. from Lol. Which 


66 


laſt Caution is a Key to the Ur derſtanding of 
all the reſt, and makes it very probable that 
the Sin unro Death is Apoſtafie from Chiriſtia- 


nity unto Idolatry: Otherwiſe ar is hard to 


im gine how _ laitClavie comes in. Little | 


Children keep yew: ſelves from Idols, And this is 
- that Sin which of all other apyroacherh near- | 


| | eſt ro this Sin agaiuſt tbe Holy bf which our 


Saviont ſpeaks ef, and concerning the Pardon- 


ablentſs uf which the Scripture ieems to ſpeak 
very doubrfully. But if it were of the ſame _. 


4 vnpardonable Natuse, yet this can he ng 4 * 0 


FL. 


| 


ble 

of; 
ſelve 
this 


ble to thoſe Perſons I am now -ſpeaking \ 


be the Truth : For this ſeems to be a Contra- 


| fuſe Good as Good. Or elſe, they are ſuch 
„Life; as, final Impenitency. which ſuppoſeth a 


| elſe, ſuch as 1 think no good Man is incident 
to; as, a malicious and perverſe oppoſing of the 


| againſt the HL T G HOST, as L have already. 


die. Some think. that every deliberate Siz a»= 


«© 6p 
of, who cannot bur very well know them- 
ſelves to be far. enough from the Guilt of 
this 1 5 BE 5 [| 

As for thoſe orher Sins which by ſame are | 
taken to be the Sins againſt the Huly Ghoſt, } 
they are either ſuch as perhaps no Man is ca- 
pable of committing, as a malicious Oppoſition } 
to the Truth when I am convinced, and know it to- 


dition, to know any thang to be the Truth, 
and to believe it to be ſo, and yet to oppoſe 
it; becauſe the Underſtagding can no more 4 
oppoſe Truth as Truth, than the Will can re- 


25 no Man can know he is guilty of in this 
Maa to live and die without Repenrance. Or 
TRUTH after ſufficient Means of (onviction. 


However, none of rkeice are that which 
the SCRIPTURE deſcribes to be the Sim 


ſhewn. 

But ſtill there are two things whack 
uſually. trouble honeſt and well- meaning 
Perſons, but are rather the Effects of Melan- 
cholly than any reaſouable Ground of; Trou- 
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zainſt Knowledge, and after Conyichon, .* 
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_ © HA 
the Ku again de Holy Ghoft. This is ac. & 
knowledged to be a very great Aggravation 

of Sin, and juch as calls for a great and par- |” 

ticular Repentance ; but does by no means 

render a Man 1ncapable of Forgtveneſs. O- 

thers are troubled with Blaſphemous Thoughts, | 

| and thoſe they think to be rhe Sin againſt the |, 

+ Holy Gboft. Bur this is generally the meer ;. 
Effects of Melancholly, and the Perſons that :.. 

are troubled with theſe black Thoughts are 

no ways conſenting to them, but they riſe in A 

S their Minds perfectly againſt their Wills, and 

mvichout any Approbation of theirs: And in 

this Caſe they are ſo far from being the un- 
ardonable Sin, that I hope, yea and verily 
lieve, they are no Sins at all, but the meer 

Effects of a Bodily Diſtemper ; and no more 

tmputcd to us than the wild and idle Ravings 

of a Man in a Frenzy or a Fever: And God 

S forbid that the Natural Effects of a Bodily f: 
Diſeaſe ſhould bring Guilt upon our Souls. |; 

So that theſe Perſons have reaſon enough for | 

Comfort; but the Miſery is, their preſent. 

Diſtemper renders them incapable of it. 

2. Secondly, The other uſe I would make ſence 
dus Diſcourſe is, to caution Men againſt - dec 

the degrees and approaches of this Sin. For if lore; 

the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt be of ſuch a © Jtin 

Nature, and ſo unpardonable, then all {wi 

Approaches ro it arc very dreadful. Such as 

ue, Bebe Sefa at * . ; 


m— 


| of the Holy Scriptures, which were indi- 
by fi Spirit of God : Perverſe Infidelity, 


by credible Hutory, rho' we were not Eye- 
N ef them: Obſtinacy in a finful and 
nd Arguments of the Goſpel! ro perſuade 
en to Repentance. Sinning againſt the clear 

i of our Conſciences, and the Motions 
nd Sugge/tions of God's Holy Spirit to the con- 


he Arguments for it are very plain and evi- 


_ kcontrary. bur ſuffers himſelf to be furiouſly 
hr. Theſe are all Sins of a very high Na- 


| {great and unpardorable Sin, of any that can 
fſeaſily be inſtanced in. And though God, to 


IF declared them unpardonable. yet they are 
* {great Provocations and if ay be long con- 
tinued in, we know not how ſoon God may 


> 25 ſhe hardened through the Deceitfulnoſs of Siu. 


yirir of God which dwells in good Men: | 


notwithſtanding all the Evidence which we 
ave for rhe Truth of Chriſtianity, and ſuf- 

gcient Aſſurance of the Miracles wrought for 
che Confirmation of it brought down to us 


vicious Courſe, notwithſtanding all the Motives 


' trary. Malicious oppoſing of the Truth when 
ent to any impartial and unprejudiced Mind, ; 
and when he that oppoſeth the Truth barh 
o clear Satisfaction in his own Mind to the 
nd headily cartied on in his oppoſition to 


ture, and of the neareſt Affinity with this 


encourage the Repentance of Men, have noett 


withdraw his Grace from us, and fuffer us to 5 | 
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J known Duty, but be careful in all things tc 


a Be 1 - aj to entertain the Truth « 
God whenever it is fairly propounded t 
thbee, and with ſuch . as thou 2 
— willing to accept in other Matters wherd 
- thou haſt no Prejudice nor Intereſt to the 
» contrary. Do nothing contrary to th 


obey the Convictions of thine own Co 
ſcience, and to yield ro the good Motions 


and Suggeſtions of God's Holy Spirit, mw 


works ſecretly upon the Minds of Men, and 
»:n{pires us many times gently with good 
| Thoughts: and Inclinations, and is griev'd 
when we do not comply with them; and 
after many Repulſes will at laſt withdraw 
- himſelf from us, and leave us to be aſſaulted 
2 Temptations of the Devil, and to bee 
rried away by our own Luſts into Ruin 
and Perdition. 


